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What a vear 2020 was and 2021
has started in a similar fashion

The effects of Covid-19 have been felt worldwide and have affected so many people
directly and indirectly.

The Malawi Kwacha has devalued enormously since international tourism almost
stopped leaving an economic crisis

The schools in Malawi were closed from April until September 2020.

They then closed again for most of January 2021 as Covid numbers spiked with the
lifting of air traffic and border crossing restrictions bringing in the new strain from
South Africa as a result of family Christmas gatherings.

National Borders are now closed and infection levels have stablised.

Schools resumed in mid-February and finally the few students who qualified for
secondary education in their Standard 8 exams in primary school could start their
secondary education in Form 1 without further interruptions (We hope). There are no
guarantees these days, that’s for sure.

We would all love a break and to get back to ‘normal’ but this pandemic has brought
along very uncertain times here in Malawi. As well as the question “What is normal?”



PRIMARY

Only primary schooling
is available for free in
Malawi, if you are lucky
to live near a school.
Sometimes a private
primary school will set
up in areas where there
1S no provision or

State provision is very
substandard.

The students funded by the Makwawa Malawi Charity at secondary school are
selected from the State run Domasi Mission Primary School (DMPS), nestled in the
valley between Zomba and Malosa mountains which is classified as a good State
School. Hamilton, the Chief of the local Mponda village, is the Headmaster.

There are several surrounding villages to the Makwawa Scout Camp that send their
children to this school.

In the above picture of DMPS, you can see the mapping out of the Permaculture
Garden now cultivated by the primary school under the guidance of Samuel Baluti

with funding from by the Makwawa Malawi Charity. They grow their own vegetables
now!

SECONDARY

A girl and a boy selected from DMPS are offered places at the Domasi Mission
Secondary School (DMSS), a day and boarding school next door to DMPS that offers
a high level of education over 4 years up from Form 1 to Form 4
Assuming they pass their exams the students receive a graded Certificate of Education
This is a valuable Certificate towards getting a job in the outside world
This year we have two new students who started at DMSS in February

Shina and Fred

Let us introduce them to you.



SHEENA

Shina is 15 years old (pronounced
Sheena) and comes

from the nearby Kwisongole Village
where she lives with her grandparents
and siblings.

When asked what she needed for
school we received a long list
including uniform, bag, shoes, a
brush and polish, books and
equipment, towel, bedding,
toiletries, torch, alarm, peanut
butter, fruit squash, powdered milk,
sugar and soap. When asked how
much could the family afford

to pay the offer came back as
K18,000 (equivalent to £18)
whereas the total for all the above comes to nearly £250.

The Makwawa Malawi Charity subsidised the balance

FRED

And then there is Fred, who is 17 years old. He comes from Palombe, which is in
Southern Malawi. He decided he had to leave his family more than two years ago as
they were all suffering extreme poverty and went in search of work. He was asking
for piece work within the Domasi area and started to work for the family he now lives
with.



He told them he
would like to go back
to school and would
spend his wages on a
uniform to attend
DMPS, to continue his
education. The woman
he now calls mother,
Betsy Msam,took him
into her family as her
son and supports him
as best she can.

Their affection for each other is obvious!!

He continued to work hard at school and at home. He has been second or top of his
secondary school class for the last two years.

The Charity paid for his school and personal necessities

FEES

The fees for Domasi Mission Secondary School (DMSS) are £300/term for each
student, including boarding and pocket money so we are looking for sponsors for
Sheena and Fred and any future students.

Making a regular contribution and committing to the next four years of their

education would really help the Charity continue its work educating these bright
young people from poor families.

THEIR FUTURE

When asked what they would like to do after school, Sheena said she wants to be a
lawyer and Fred has his sights set on being an accountant.

Both of them (and other current and future students) will need sponsors for their
further education as well.

Might this be you?



EXISTING STUDENTS

Loveness finished her Certificate exams in
January but unfortunately her results were
not good enough for her chosen career but
she did pass

She wants to be a nurse, involving 2 years
of further study. The Charity has agreed to
pay fees for her to do the last year of
secondary school again so that she can
re-sit her exams.

Luckily, Loveness was able to assist Jaine
as a translator to visit Mary, a student who
dropped out of school to have a baby,
Sylvester. He is just old enough now for
Mary to return to school and finish Form 3
as a day girl as she lives within walking
distance of DMSS.

There is a bond between all the students
that are sponsored by the Makwawa
Malawi Charity. They are all supportive of
each other.

Another of our past students, Manfred Chilimba, has now secured himself a job as a supervisor
in a new fertilizer factory in Liwonde. He earns K50,000/month (that is around £50/month. The
other workers on the floor earn only K36,000. Wages in Malawi are appallingly low.)

He is beginning to climb the ladder with his Certificate of Education secured last year and we
are very pleased for him.

He still has a keen interest in Permaculture, visiting at Makwawa Scout Camp to return one
book and borrow another on plant medicine, when he
is visiting his family and sharing some of his wages
with them.

The photograph on the left is of Newton Malemia
who is just starting his last year, Form 4 and will sit

his final exams in October this year.

Very good at Biology!




Sharon Belubely and Clements Abeck, seen here, are just starting Form 2 at DMSS.

We wait to find out where they are going over the next few years

This newsletter has been all about our students at DMSS, who have had a rough ride,
missing out on so much school, mainly due to Covid. They all come from poor
families who are unlikely to have had a radio to listen to the lessons broadcast while
the schools were closed.

They do not even have computer studies as yet at DMSS and there are no computers
to learn on at the school or at home.

As Jaine has a laptop, Loveness has been going to see Jaine at Makwawa Scout Camp
for a few lessons.

Any ideas of how we can get computers into the school are welcome.
We wish them well in their studies and upcoming exams!!

The Charity is also continuing to assist the villagers in times of drought and famine
which we will update you on in our next Newsletter

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The Trustees can not give enough thanks to Jaine Raine, “Skipper Dick’s” daughter,
for the time and effort she gives on a voluntary basis to help and progress the futures

of our students and to keep the “UK branch” up to date and in contact with Malawi

We were hoping to visit the Makwawa Malawi Scout Camp in the past year but that
has not been possible. Maybe next year

CONGRATULATIONS TO JAINE & LAWLESS ON THEIR WEDDING!



To make your donations please pay by Bank transfer to

Makwawa Malawi

Bank: NatWest

Sort Code: 60-02-12
Account Number: 54106869

Or send your cheques to the Registered Office at

Park Grove
Lye Green
Crowborough
East Sussex
TNG6 1UU

Many, many, thanks from the villagers and children
of Malawi for your kind & generous donations. Their
education is their future



Charity Gift Aid declaration — multiple donations
Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate

Gift Aid is reclaimed by the charity from the tax you pay for the current tax year. Your
address is needed to identify you as a current UK taxpayer

In order to Gift Aid your donation you must tick the box below:

|:| I want to Gift Aid my donation of £..............ceee.. any donations
I make in the future or have made in the past 4 years

Name of Charity: MAKWAWA MALAWI (charity No: 1096827)
I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax/or
Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations
in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference

My Details

Title: e, First Name or initial (S): .cooeeevviiieeeiiiees

1Y 01 8 aT=10 0 (TR

POStCOde ..o, Date .o

Please notify the charity if you:

¢ Want to cancel this declaration
¢ Change your name or home address
¢ No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains

If you pay Income Tax at the higher rate or additional rate and want
to claim additional tax relief due to you, you must include all Gift
Aid donations on your Self-Assessment tax return or ask HMRC to
adjust your tax code



