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STOP PRESS - CYCLONE FREDDIE

As you will have seen in the very recent international news Cyclone Freddie has hit
Malawi very hard with battering winds, torrential rain, landslides, and flooding.

So far Mponda village has lost 16 homes that have been washed away by flooding
water from further up Zomba Mountain. These families are now homeless and are
being housed/protected from the weather at the two schools on the outskirts of the
village (where our students study)

The Malawian Government has cancelled all schooling, transport has been affected as
the roads have been washed away. Rescue workers and army personnel have been lost
in raging water and the Ministry of Defense has ruled out any air rescue operations

The ongoing effect of this disaster is that all crops, due to be harvested in April, will
have been destroyed. Top Soil will also be washed further down the mountain
effecting not just this year’s replanting but many future years as well

Now the clear up, rebuilding of homes and lives has to begin
WE ALL NEED TO HELP IN RECOVERING FROM THIS NATURAL

DISASTER. PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY SO THAT WE CAN FEED A
DESPERATE COMMUNITY AND HELP IN REBUILDING THEIR LIVES



A destroyed home



Homeless Sheltering at the local school
Hungry Months

The “Hungry Months” again have their grip on the poor subsistence farmers of
Mponda village. Indeed it is happening all over Malawi at this time of year. The
“Hungry Months” happen between the time when last year’s maize crop runs out and
the new year’s crop is ready to harvest in April. Although some maize is growing well
in the fields it is not yet ready to eat. Some farmers were unable to buy fertilizer due
to rising inflation and the devaluation of Malawi’s currency in 2022, so the harvest for
them might not be good. Some have started using manure and the village Chief is
interested in having a communal compost toilet.

The price of maize at this time of year also increases beyond the reach of most of the
villagers and that is when Makwawa Malawi Charity steps in to send money out to
purchase a truck load of maize to keep people from going to bed hungry.

The people of Mponda village
waiting for a share of donated
maize.

In these difficult economic times that we are all experiencing, inevitably the poorest
are hit the hardest therefore it is so important for us to keep supporting these villagers.



The Covid years have brought further problems for Malawi, one
of the poorest countries in the world as it heavily relies on
tourism which makes up a large proportion of its economy and
provides foreign exchange. No travelling meant that there were
no tourists

Due to the local currency being devalued by 25% in 2022 and
the price of food stuffs have risen by over 30% last year.

In some ways Malawi survives because the population is
predominantly subsistence peasant farmers. Growing their
own food and selling off the surplus to pay for other essentials.
However, there can be months where there just is not enough
food to eat and the poorest go hungry. And that is where
Makwawa Malawi steps in to help and we are asking you to do
the same.

We send £1,000 a month out to Malawi until April when the
harvest happens so that maize can be bought and distributed to the villagers of
Mponda.

Please can you help with a donation to bring a smiling face to these struggling
families and the older people of Mponda village

Our students

Makwawa Malawi Charity also currently funds the education of 7 students from the
local area whose families would struggle to pay the school fees for secondary school.
It is quite unbelievable that a child’s tuition is not free in such a poor nation, except
State funded primary schools. In fact private education facilities in Malawi and many
parts of Africa, are big business.

Three of our previous students have now passed all their Secondary School exams and
have their Certificate of Education which provides a reference to potential employers
and further education institutions

We have begun to research into vocational training for students that obtain a
Certificate of Education in order to give them an employable skill. The past students
are interested in nursing, becoming a tailor, car mechanics and farming. We will let
you know the result of our research as it unfolds



We wish Mary, Loveness and Manfred all the best in their
future lives and we will continue to keep in contact with
them.

Continuing their secondary school education are Sharon, Austin and Sheena. They are
joined by Ivy and Brian who did so well in their final primary school results. Jaine
Raine, Robert’s youngest sister, visited them in their new school, the Favour
Academy.




Two students are remaining at the Domasi Mission Secondary Boarding School and
will take their final exams in June and July this year. Clement is planning to study
Law at Zomba University and Prince, a grade A student is planning to study to be a
doctor at Blantyre University of Medicine. The charity has paid for extra lessons in
English as well as workbooks as well as boarding fees to help them to do their best in
their exams. Good luck!

In order to carry on the projects that Robert and Leigh began 20 years ago, your
support is needed now more than ever. With the prospect of University/Vocational
Training fees to pay and further education programs in the pipeline, as well as the
food aid in the hungry months, we ask you to give generously, using the form
attached.

Historical Reminder

Robert Belcher and three sisters were all born in Zomba when it was then known as
Nyasaland. With Independence in 1964, the country became Malawi. The Belcher
family left for the UK in January of that year, as the Scouting work our father
undertook was being handed over to the Scouting Association of Malawi. We grew up
hearing stories and seeing photographs of Nyasaland. Each one of us has since
returned,

Robert set up the Makwawa Malawi Charity in 2002 with Leigh at the time of their
marriage to support the village closest to the house our father, ‘Skipper’ Dick Belcher,
built in 1952 to be the headquarters of the Scout Campsite that was established there
in 1950.



Makwawa 1952 with campsite behind further up Zomba mountain.(Still standing)



To make your donations please pay
by Bank transfer to

Makwawa Malawi

Bank: NatWest

Sort Code: 60-02-12
Account Number: 54106869

Please give your name as a
reference for us tom identify you

Or send your cheques to the
Registered Office at

Park Grove
Lye Green
Crowborough
East Sussex
TN6 1UU

Many, many, thanks from the
villagers and children of Malawi for
your kind & generous donations.
Their education is their future



Charity Gift Aid declaration — multiple donations
Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate

Gift Aid is reclaimed by the charity from the tax you pay for the current tax year. Your
address is needed to identify you as a current UK taxpayer

In order to Gift Aid your donation you must tick the box below:

|:| I want to Gift Aid my donation of £........................ any donations
I make in the future or have made in the past

Name of Charity: MAKWAWA MALAWI (charity No: 1096827)
I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax/or
Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations
in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference

My Details

Title: e, First Name or initial (S): .cooceeiviieeeiiees

SUI N AN . e e

Postcode ..o, DaAte e

Please notify the charity if you:

e Want to cancel this declaration
e Change your name or home address
¢ No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains

If you pay Income Tax at the higher rate or additional rate and want
to claim additional tax relief due to you, you must include all Gift
Aid donations on your Self-Assessment tax return or ask HMRC to
adjust your tax code



